
The mercury never rose above 3c but the brilliant weather produced a northerly breeze which 

accelerated down the valley to provide exciting and frustrating conditions, with a course set to use 

most of its area.  With plenty of capsizes to test the water temperature (also cold), the ice on the 

parked boats failed to deter the 16 boat entry for this weeks racing in the Bourne Plaice Winter 

Series. 

What a day for occasional visitor Jenni Kneale taking a break from 7th Wave to claim wins in both 

races with her Radial, the other Radial being sailed by your near-retirement-age correspondent to 

5th and 2nd.  Indeed the choice of boat is important, exemplified by the difficulties experienced by 

Island champs Phil Hardisty and Ciara Kaneen in the two-person RS200, more difficult to 

manoeuvre than the single-handers in the confined waters of our beautiful 40-acre lake.  Also 

difficult to master are the D-Zeros and even the also-modern RS Aeros, but their time will come. 

The low-profile rig of the Laser and especially its Radial stable-mate seem well-suited to gusty 

winds in confined waters.  

The youngsters Ben Batchelor, Ffinlo Wright and James Arnold are the one’s to watch for the 

future when they graduate to the larger dinghies.  They show no fear! 

Series leader Gus Jolly had a reasonable day at the office and takes a five-point lead in to the final 

Sunday of the January series, but with discards to consider and his closest rivals Ben, who claimed 

2nd place for the day, and geriatric Andrew Dean unlikely to concede readily, he’ll be trying come 

Sunday.  

Many thanks again go to Keith Poole for Officer of the Day ably assisted by Neil Rawlinson, and the 

rescue boat was expertly piloted by Mr John & Mrs Victoria Cowell, sorry about the cold feet.  For 

pictures and comments please go to Manx Sailing & Cruising Club Facebook page. 

Results: 

Race 1:  1st Jenni Kneale (Laser Radial), 2nd Ben Batchelor (RS Tera Pro), 3rd Angus Jolly (Laser), 4th 

Ralph Kee (Laser), 5th Andrew Dean (Laser Radial), 6th Donald Edwards (Laser), 7th Dave Batchelor 

(RS Aero 7), 8th Ffinlo Wright (RS Aero 5), 9th Mike Pridham (D-Zero), 10th Philip Hardisty & Ciara 

Kaneen (RS 200), 11th Keith Holden (Finn), 12th James Arnold (RS Tera Pro), 13th Jerry Colman 

(Laser), 14th James Penn (RS Feva XL), 15th Mike Swales (D-Zero) 

Race 2:  1st Kneale, 2nd Dean, 3rd B Batchelor, 4th Jolly, 5th Wright, 6th Kee, 7th D Batchelor, 8th Arnold, 

9th Hardisty/Kaneen, 10th Edwards, 11th Pridham, 12th Holden, 13th Arnold/Cope (Laser 2000), 14th 

Colman, 15th Swales, 16th Penn 


