
The scheduled third week of the Bourne Plaice Winter Dinghy Series finally saw some 
racing on West Baldwin reservoir.  The previous two weeks sailing had to be cancelled, 
the first because of too much wind and the second absolutely none. 
 
There was an excellent turnout of 21 dinghies, good even for a regatta, including a 
couple new to Injebreck classes, the Flying Fifteen of Mike Wilson, at 20 foot possibly 
the largest sailing boat ever on the lake, and a Contender sailed by Anthony Ellis, an out 
and out single hander with a trapeze. 
 
The wind from the north, probably the best you will get in Baldwin Valley, allowed a 
simple ‘up and down’ the lake course but as the countdown started the wind ‘eased’. 
 
A small group, the Laser’s of Donald Edwards and Simon Pressly and the RS 200 of 
juniors Matthew Perry and Ross Arnold had an excellent start and broke free from the 
crowd in ‘clean’ air to finish in that order even after handicap correction.  Amidst the 
confusion/congestion at the first mark, Dave Batch in an RS Aero 9 claimed the prize for 
first ‘Injebreck Dip’ in virtually no wind and less than 10 minutes into the Winter Series! 
 
For Race two the wind returned and over the same course it was the Flying Fifteen that 
made the running, being able to use the large spinnaker for the entire length of the 
downwind leg of the four lap race finishing 10 seconds ahead of Dave Batchelor.  The 
win, however, went to Mike Pridham (Laser Radial) on handicap despite finishing 
another two minutes back. 
 
The racing was very close, Pridham finished one minute ahead of Batchelor, but the 
next six finished on correction less than thirty seconds apart. 
 
Manx Sailing & Cruising Club would like to thank Rob Cowell of Bourne Plaice for once 
again agreeing to sponsor the winter series, Keith Poole for Officer of the Day and Helen 
& Emily Kee for the safety boat.  Racing will resume next Sunday at 10am and for full 
results and pictures please visit our website at www.msandcc.org and Facebook page.  

http://www.msandcc.org/

