
Shock news, there has, at last been another round of racing in the Bourne Plaice Winter 
Series held on West Baldwin reservoir!!  There has been no racing for the last three 
weeks, two weeks in the doldrums (no wind) and one week somewhere south of the 
roaring forties (too cold and windy). 
 
Although there was a breeze on the lake ‘blowing’ mostly up the valley, the race officer 
set a course that was up and down the lake hopefully avoiding the bald bits! 
 
For the first race the fleet of 12 starters each made marginal gains in the fickle breeze 
only to lose the advantage later.  Leading the fleet right upto the last mark was Mike 
Swales (D-Zero) before being swallowed up by the Laser’s.  First across the line was 
James Arnold (Laser), followed by Mike Wilson & Chris Hill (Flying Fifteen), but in 
handicap racing the winner isn’t always at the front of the fleet.  Quietly working his way 
around the course was gentleman Jim Whitelegg in the mighty ‘Gull’ who took the win 
after correction by over a minute by fourth on the water Mike Pridham (Laser Radial) 
with Arnold third. 
 
Race two was held over a shortened course and with only two laps most boats took a 
turn at leading at the finish Wilson & Hill crossed the line ahead of the fleet but after 
correction the win went to Pridham by two seconds from Whitelegg with Arnold taking 
third place. 
 
Full results are on the MS&CC website and visit our Facebook page for photo’s.  Manx 
Sailing & Cruising Club would like to thank Rob Cowell of Bourne Plaice for his 
continued sponsorship, Keith Pool for OOD assisted by Neil Rawlinson and Helen & 
Emily Kee for the safety boat.  Weather permitting racing will be held at 10am next 
Sunday and due to the unusually quiet winds this winter we have been able to extend 
our winter series by one week to the 2nd April. 


