
Another absolutely beautiful morning in the Baldwin Valley for the final round of the 
March Bourne Plaice Winter Series.  The sunshine was not however matched by the 
wind, light and flukey. 
 
This is the only month of the whole winter series that has run its full course of four 
weekends and as such it is the only time that competitors have been able to discard two 
of their world results.  Before the start of racing only 5 points separated the top four, 
Mike Pridham and Ralph Kee equal first with Simon Pressly only 1 point behind. 
 
The Race Officer (thankfully) set a relatively short course, down the lake, back up and in 
classic Injebreck conditions it was difficult to say which leg was upwind and which was 
downwind as the sailors ‘battled’ the very flukey light conditions. 
 
In Race one Kee set the pace starting from the middle of the lake in ‘clear’ air, rounded 
the first mark well ahead and increased the lead going into the second mark…. and then 
stopped, this allowed much of the fleet to overtake.  In this stop start racing from past 
experience that is the boats with the higher handicaps that will have the advantage. 
 
Although first on the water Pridham had to settle for fourth place after correction, the win 
going to junior Teddy Dunn, second place to the evergreen Jim Whitelegg and third 
place to Pressly. 
 
Race two was over the same course in much the same conditions, this time the front 
part of the fleet raced as a pack with the lead changing at each mark.  A last leg gust set 
up a drag race, Pridham was yet again first across the line, but this time dropping to 
seventh place on correction.  Yet again it was the higher handicapped boats that stole 
the show with junior Teddy Dunn getting another win on correction with junior Peter 
Cope in second and Pressly third. 
 
Overall for the month, including discards Simon Pressly was the winner with Mike 
Pridham only one point behind in second, Ralph Kee in third and best junior Peter Cope 
in sixth. 
 
Manx Sailing & Cruising Club would once again like to thank Rob Cowell of Bourne 
Plaice for his continued support, Keith Poole for OOD assisted by Neil Rawlinson and 
Peter and Fergus for safety boat.  For full results and some excellent pictures by Mary 
Davies go to the MS&CC Facebook page. 
 
Next week will be the last of the racing for the winter and will be a pursuit race starting at 
10.15, slowest starts first making it easy for spectators, the boat that is in front at 11.15 
is the winner! 
 
After the racing there will be a prize-giving and regatta lunch at the MS&C clubhouse for 
the series at approximately 14.00.  There will be a ‘warm-up’ on the sea the following 
Sunday 9 April with racing starting at 10.30am ahead of the Easter Regatta on Saturday 
15 April which starts at 12.30.  Full details will be posted on the MS&CC website shortly. 


