
Report by Andrew Dean 

A relative window in the weather on Sunday gave pleasant but tricky racing for the Watling                

Streetworks Dinghy Series at West Baldwin reservoir. The wind direction was due west,             

resulting in a reduction from the open-sea strong winds, but Colden Hill to the west led to very                  

gusty conditions. A great fleet of 15 boats launched, including no fewer than six RS Aero’s of                 

various-sized rigs, with 13 completing both races. There were a number of capsizes but no               

reported injuries.  

The starts were characterised by a shore-end bias resulting in much congestion. The first race               

was four laps of the well-laid course set by club Race Officer and Commodore Keith Poole.                

Ffinlo Wright (Aero 9) crept away to take line honours but was relegated to 4th when the                 

handicaps were taken into account. On corrected time Dave Batchelor (Aero 7) was the winner               

by one second ahead of junior Peter Cope (Aero 5). Jerry Colman (Finn) completed the podium                

and junior Teddy Dunn was 5th in his first outing. 

The wind increased a little for the second race, but the gusts were more extreme and there was                  

considerable bunching at the turning marks. It was frustrating to build a lead, only for it to                 

vanish when the next gust barrelled down the lake. But it is no coincidence that the same                 

names appear at or near the front. The second race saw a welcome maiden win for Bob Love in                   

the Laser Radial, beating Peter by 3 seconds. 3rd was Dave, 4th Teddy and 5th Dinghy captain                 

Ralph Kee in the full-rig Laser.  

So with two weekends completed Dave is joint leader with Peter, Ffinlo is 3rd one point ahead of                  

Jerry and Bob is 5th. 

Thanks to Keith Poole for race officer duty, patrol boat crew of Emily Kee and Peter                

Hoosen-Owen and sponsors Watling Streetworks. For photos and full results see MS&CC            

website and Facebook. 

 


