
Watling Streetworks Injebreck 2022 November Series Races 7 and 8, 27th November.

Report by Andrew Dean

Despite there being Force 5 or 6 winds, gusting 7 in the Irish Sea, there was absolutely no wind at the

reservoir when the fleet arrived to rig the dinghies on Sunday morning. However, an unusual degree

of patience displayed by the fleet was rewarded after half an hour when a decent 5 knot breeze

arrived with a few gusts from the south to test the unwary. A fleet of 12 boats launched consisting of

2 RS Aero7’s, 2 Laser standards, and one each Finn, Devoti D-Zero and RS200. The most numerous

class was the RS Teras with 3 Pro and 2 Sport, the juniors all set to embarrass the seniors.

The course for race one was 1, 5 and Start giving a beat and run and a little in the way of reaching

with the wind across the boats. There was some congestion at the first mark as usual with a collision

or two, but all was sorted out amicably. The leading bunch slipped through leaving work to do for

those caught in the melee. David “Batch” Batchelor stormed away to take line honours, and the win

on handicap, ahead of second finisher Peter Cope in the Aero7. Andrew’s D-Zero worked through to

finish 3rd over the line in both races corrected to 5th equal (and a lowly 9th on handicap, in race 2, a bit

of a come-down from a win in the first race last week). Ralph Kee (Laser) took 3rd ahead of Junior of

the day Ivan Nichols. Sharing 5th was Phil Hardisty (Laser) ahead of Jerry Colman in the Finn.

Completing the top 10 were juniors Jimmy Cope and Robert Fenna, ahead of his dad and sister in the

RS200.

The second race course was unchanged, again using most of the length of the lake, and the wind had

increased a little. This time Peter Cope took a commanding lead from Phillip to win on handicap, 3rd

place went to Mr consistency Ralph with Ivan completing his good day in 4th. Thomas Watterson in

another Pro improved to 5th to add to his race win last week. Batch had a 6th followed by Will

Osborne, Jerry, Andrew, Jimmy and Robert.

So the series concluded with a deserved win for Peter, second to Phillip and third to Ralph. Batch

was 4th followed by Andrew who was only half a point ahead of Thomas and Jerry. Only one point

behind was Ivan in 8th with Jimmy and Will completing the top 10.

Thanks to Keith Poole for race officer duty, and the Patrol boat crew of May Shiu Chan and Claire

Allinson.  Thanks also are due to sponsors Watling Streetworks, supporting sailing in our lovely island.


