Write up by Jerry Colman

The Manx Sailing & Cruising Club Frostbite Regatta took place on Boxing Day with a fleet of 16 boats
(17 if you include Hilary the patrol boat with Andy Dunn and May Shiu Chan) who took to the water
under brilliant blue skies and with a mostly light, allegedly Easterly breeze. Traditionally this is a
pursuit race where boats are started at times related to their speed handicaps so that if they were
sailed to those handicaps they would all finish level at a fixed time, 1200 hrs in this case. So the
slowest boats, the RS Teras sailed by juniors Jake Walker and Charlie Watterson started first at 1100
followed at irregular intervals by James Walker in the Streaker, various Lasers, the Whiteleggs in the
Enterprise then at 1116 the rest including Dave Batchelor’s Supernova, the RS Aero 7s of Simon Cain,
Tom Watterson, Will Osbourn and Teddy Dunn and your correspondent in the Finn.

Jake found a useful bit of breeze on the start line and slipped away from the other Tera to establish a
substantial lead by the time the next boats started. He held that lead for a good while despite having
to cope with the problem of not having boats in front of him showing what the wind was doing. On
this occasion it was playing its usual Easterly tricks with large shifts, calm patches and occasional
sharp gusts one of which caught out newcomer Mike Love (Bob’s brother) who was the first and only
capsize in a Laser borrowed from the Commodore. Lasers do like to assert their superiority over
anyone new taking the reins.

Your correspondent spotted some breeze on the West side of the lake and started encouragingly
quickly in it but soon it moved away to the middle where the rest of the fast fleet were waiting so
the Finn was more or less plumb last going round the first mark and not much better for the rest of
the next 2 laps despite supposedly being the fastest boat in the fleet. Meanwhile the Walker Tera
was still well out in front but Dad in the Streaker was catching up with the RS Aeros of Dunn and
Watterson also closing. The rest of the fleet were proceeding round in a bit of a lump with some
shouting for room at each mark and some place swaps but little in the way of big gains.

With around 10 minutes left your correspondent caught a bit of breeze and having picked up speed
noted an inside gap at the next mark which was big enough for the Finn and despite cries of ‘you
can’t go in there’ there was little they could do to stop me and that took out half the fleet. Heading a
little further to the West again on the next leg dealt with most of the rest and on rounding what
turned out to be the last mark without interference from other boats | spotted a Tera a little way in
front and passed it just before the horn went signifying the end of the race. At this point there were
boats all round the course so it was hard to be sure where | might have finished.

At the prizegiving in the dinghy park | was told to stop putting the cover on the boat and attend the
event. Race officer Bryan Quayle announced the winners to the competitors and an enthusiastic
crowd of onlookers. First Junior and 4™ overall was Jake Walker in the Tera. Well, | passed him just
before the bell so | must be third! And so it was. Third Jerry Colman then second Tom Watterson and
first, winning the SE Quayle Trophy for this event for the 5 time in succession (but this time only by
a whisker), Teddy Dunn.

The following Sunday 28th, a somewhat diminished fleet of 8 boats took to the water for the first
two races of the January series under clouded skies and with a very light allegedly Easterly breeze. In
fact this was a day where on occasion one could sail in a full circle without tacking or gybing, so a bit



of a puzzle for the combatants, just like the finish of the Sydney — Hobart race for the 100 ft
Supermaxis on the same day.

From the start it was clear that the Whitelegg brothers Joe and Eric in the Enterprise and Ralph Kee
in the Laser Standard had the best grasp of the situation and they shared the leading honours in both
races with your correspondent in the Finn hanging on to third in the first race with Jake Walker just
behind in the Tera Sport on corrected time. In race 2 it was Will Osbourn in the RS Aero 7 who
claimed 3™ ahead of his fellow Aero 7 sailors, Tom Watterson and Simon Cain. Good to see him up
there in front of some pretty competent sailors.

Charlie Watterson in the Tera Pro had a more difficult day, finding rather more of those very dead
patches, or maybe they found him. It was indeed possible for boats only a few metres apart to be
experiencing a very different breeze making tactical calls rather uncertain. Charlie was also sailing
with a changed Pro rig and that can take time to get used to.

So relatively quiet if a puzzler of a start to the January Series but at least we got the races done in a
breeze of some sorts — later in the day it was flat calm with a mirror finish.

Thanks to Doug Watling for his continued support sponsoring our winter series, patrol boat crew May
Shiu Chan and Andy Dunn and Race officer Bryan Quayle and his crew at the battery.

Pictures and full results on the club website and FB.



