Manx Sailing and Cruising Club
Watling Streetworks February Dinghy Racing Series at Injebreck, races 5 and 6.
Jimmy Cope shows the fleet the way.

With threats of ferry cancellations, the mountain road closed due to snow and drifts expected
anywhere from a few hundred feet up, it was not that surprising that only 9 crews made it to the
start line on Sunday morning for races 5 and 6 of the Injebreck February Series. However on arrival
we found the weather to be reasonably warm, cloud level a bit above the water and a gentle South
Westerly blowing fairly consistently straight up the lake.

The first race got away with a split in the fleet, some taking the West side and some going East
looking for beneficial shifts and extra pressure on this upwind leg and finding rather more variation
than we had previously observed. So Injebreck had not transformed into a steady sailors racetrack
after all but retained its hard to read character and the effects of this soon became apparent as the
very first leg progressed. Your correspondent in the Finn was more or less keeping up with the RS
Aero 7s of Tom Watterson and Simon Cain but a little way behind the Supernova, this new boat now
being very ably sailed by Dave Batchelor. Looking back after rounding the first mark it was clear that
the blue sailed Enterprise (Joe and Eric Whitelegg) was too close for comfort but also it seemed that
the supposedly much slower Tera of junior sailor Jimmy Cope was doing rather well. Speed on the
run up towards the top of the lake varied between a gentle drift and fully planing according to how
well you positioned your boat relative to the oncoming gusts. The effect is also generally to bring the
trailing boats up towards the leaders who, if sitting in a light patch, can’t do much to protect their
positions.

So the race turned into a combination of finding the best breeze and preventing chasing boats from
overtaking by employing the rights of way rules at least until the mist came down. Then it was
working out where the next mark might be and checking everyone in view was ok if the patrol boat
was not close enough to be seen.

Fortunately the mist lifted after a few minutes and the faster boats slipped across the line shortly
before the minimum elapsed time has passed so we all set off on lap 2. The Teras however with
Cope in the lead got a finish after lap 1. Was this a critical advantage to either party? Hard to say.
Cope’s Tera PR came in first on handicap but the other 2 (Charlie Watterson and Jake Walker) came
nearer the bottom and the middle of the fleet. | conclude therefore that the result was due to the
very competent sailing displayed by the winner and that view was reinforced by his performance in
the second race.

This started with a bit more breeze allowing the faster boats to complete 2 laps before the 20 minute
cut-off so they had to do a third lap whereas the Teras were finished after 2 laps. The race was also
punctuated with some very heavy rain with hail and related gusts and shifts which we all, including
the spectators, Yogi’s race officer team and Don Edwards in the patrol boat could have done without
(Thanks to all of them). Some handled it all better than others of course but again Jimmy came out
on top. Qed. Enjoyment of the morning’s activity was much enhanced by the appearance of the sun
with blue skies just after we’d all finished. Your correspondent considers himself fortunate to be
holding onto third place in the series with Batchelor still leading after winning races 3 and 4 but with



Jimmy Cope now in second place overall. The next 2 races are on Sunday morning 22" Feb and that
will complete the February Series unless of course the races are abandoned in which case the current
results will stand. This is my only hope of a podium position as I’ll be away at the RYA Boat Show that
weekend. Full results and pictures on the club website and FB.

Jerry Colman



