
Back from the RYA Boat Show in Farnborough, your correspondent was looking forward to a pleasant 

sail around Injebreck to refresh his love of the sport but after launching came a warning that 

conditions on the lake were a bit much for the seniors with the big rigs. He discreetly retired together 

with junior Jake Walker (RS Tera) while Dad James (Streaker) and 6 others decided to tough it out 

despite the gusts and the fairly frequent capsizes that Jake and I observed from the bank. 

It was mostly time spent righting capsized boats that controlled the results so we now have within 

the fleet some well-practiced capsize recovery experts as well as more useful experience of taking 

full advantage of the gusts by maintaining a strong grip on the tiller, leaning out in the appropriate 

direction and trimming the boat with the bow up to encourage planing.  

So the first race went to Dave Batchelor (Supernova) from Walker and junior Tom Watterson (RS Aero 

7) with junior Jimmy Cope (Tera Pro) splitting off the Lasers of Jason Hyett (standard) and juniors 

Constantin Keding (radial) and Tullie Hyett (Laser 4). As a previous Laser owner your correspondent is 

keenly aware of the problems of staying upright in a Laser in these conditions so well done all of 

these brave sailors for finishing. 

The second race saw some swapping around with a couple of boats (Keding and Walker) not 

competing and Watterson sailing well to take the win from Batchelor and Tullie Hyett who was 

observed to recover very ably from a capsize just before the start.  

All capsizes attended by patrol boat crew Graham and Adrian Wilson and thanks also to race officer 

Keith Poole and team and to our generous sponsors Watling Streetworks.  

Your correspondent was very pleased to attend the Sports Awards ceremony at the Villa on Thursday 

night where sailors Lettie Hyett and Peter Cope were shortlisted for the Young Sportswoman and 

Sportsman of the Year awards. I think this was the first time sailors have been nominated and 

shortlisted so well done to both athletes. 

Full results and some pictures on the website and FB. See you next weekend. 

Jerry Colman 


